March 26, 1986 LB 931

Unenpl oyment in the state was | ow, about 2.7 percent and we were
coning out of the Vietnam experience when there s Iittdl_e
i nducenent to join the program and that many things mlitary did
not have a great deal of support anpng the young people who
nornal |y are the individuals who sign up and become members of

the National Guard. The committee anendnentsre to a bill
whi ch origi naIIy brought to an end, a phased end, this entire
program by 1992. Guar dsnmen obj ected,sayj ng that they wanted

the programto continue and the committee aftepted to "palance
the interests of the guardsnen and the state. \What we did was
this. W took out the phasedendi ng of the program Those of

you who received letters sagi nE we don't want the credit to come
to an end can easily wite back and say the credit does not cone
to an end. Limt ati ons have been put on thecredit, but the
credit does not sunset in 1992 or at any date. It continues.

W did put on a series of limtations and let ne tell you what
those linmtations are. First, we cag ed the number of people
who coul d take thisprogramat 1, 200. Now that's really not
much of a cap in that |ast year 1,169 nenbers of the Guard ysed
the credit. So, all it does is put a topevel on it that
reflects the kind of usage that's been there for |acent ear

Secondly, we i ndicated that people could use this progr mon?'y
during the first ten years of their menbership in the Guard.
VWy? Well, the argunment for this credit is to bring people into
t he National Guard to recruit them because the pay at the
beginning level is low But if you' ve been into the Guard for

ten years, you're easily bringing hone $120, 4150 on a Weeﬂend.

You al so have ten years in towards a pension program gnd it's
quite likely that you are in the Guard for nany other econonic

benefits and reasons besides the credit program Now, the
credit programis very nice for you at that goi nt. It s
certainly a nice additional benefit, but it's probably ot the

reason that you continue to be in the National Guard. g4 this
is acapping linmtation. 1t will have the effect of knocking

some people out fromusing the program \who are those people?
They are enlisted people who have been in for longer than ten

years. Certainly there are sone oft hose peopl’e who are now
using the credit programand it will no |onger be gailable to
them after this bill passes. That's a sourceof controversy,
I'm sure. Athird limtation, officers cannot receive the

benefits after they have been in for ten years gnd they can only

receive the benefits in their first tenyears if it's for 'a
baccalaureate or undergraduate degree. Officers have better

pay. They have more opportunity for training. = They get
excel l ent experience that allows thema very real credit in” ihe

marketplace for their experience and their training and we' re
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